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The Confetti Park Players, led by Katy Hobgood Ray, right, perform at Jazz Fest in 2016.

Confetti Park Players offer a colorful take on Louisiana music_::

BY KIM SINGLETARY
Special to The Advocate

Jazz Fest will see the
return of a lively and cre-
ative group that celebrates
Louisiana music through
the voices of its next gen-
eration — the Confetti Park
Players.

Led by singer/songwriter
Katy Hobgood Ray, they'll
be performing songs such
as “Have You Seen the Okra
Man?,” “Buttermilk Drop,”
“*Roman Candy Man,”
“Watch Out for the Pirates"
and “Snoball.”

Ray and the kids will
be onstage from 3 p.m. to
3:45 p.m. May 3,

Born in Bogalusa and
raised inShreveport, Ray
has played music her en-
tire life. In addition to
knowing her way around a
vielin, guitar, ukulele and
bass, Ray's résumé also in-
cludes work as a radio host
and content producer for
NPR’s Red River Radio and
launching an online north
Louisiana music zine called
NeonBridge.

A former Kindermusik
teacher, five years ago, Ray
found herself frequenting
Algiers' Confetti Park with
her 2-year-old son Louis.
The music soon came flow-
ing out of her, and she was
hosting a free music circle
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HERITAGE FESTIVAL

CONFETTI PARK
PLAYERS

WHEN: 3 p.m. May 3
WHERE: Jazz Fest Kids Tent

> Jazz Fest KidsTent
schedule. Page 2G

in the park. T
“It's such a great space,”
she said. “It’s always filled

‘with kids, and everyone

seems to know everyone.”

Open to any child, the
group met up twice a week
to sing songs that ranged
from traditional Louisiana
favorites like “You are My
Sunshine” to those crafted
by Ray or local musicians
she knew.

“We had 2-year-olds up
through 8-year-olds, and
the kids were loving it,” she
said.

Then, one day, Ray got an
unexpected call. Her friend
and artist Charles Gillam

wanted to book the group
for the 2014 Algiers Folk
Art Fest.

“All of a sudden, we hada
gig,” Ray said. “So we had
to come up with a name
and decided on the Confetti
Park Players.”

Within a year, the group
released its whimsical first
CD, “We're Going to Con-
fetti Park!,” which won a
Parent’s Choice award.

Tracks include inciude
original tunes, and songs
renging from jump rope
jingles to blues, featuring
well known local musicians
such as Tom McDermott,
Matthew Perrine, Sarah
Quintana and Johnny Vid-
acevich.

The Confetti Park Players
also performed at the 2015
French Quarter Fest.

“At that point, I applied
to Jazz Fest, and we got in.”
Ray said. The group per-
formed there in 2016.

Hrilina Ramrakhiani has
been with the Confetti Park
Players since its early days,
and the young teen says she
remembers her first Jazz

_Fest performance fondly,

“The organization treated
us like stars ... we had our
own special entrance, we
had access to a trailer and
water before and after the

> See CONFETTI, page 2G

- . 50 " . The Confetti Park Players loved their first visit to Jazz Fest, in 2016. =
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SUMMER DAY CAMP
FOR BOYS AGES 5-12

Three- and Six-Week Programs Available

ACADEMICS* AND SPORTS CAMPS

Robotics
Science

Study Skills
Baseball

~ Basketball
Football

Lacrosse
Soccer

#pAcademic Camps are open to girls and boys..

information and registration forms
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I glocks, Watches & Knives - Sales & Repa
'] The Leaders in Clock Sales & Service in Louis
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& WATCH DOCS FOR OVER 43 YEARS
Professional Sales & Repair of

. Clocks, Watches & Knives

Our 6 master clock & watch technicians
can service and repair any type of time-piece.

plllS' Layaway'at--nd additionat charge! We
* have over 140 clocks, 200 watches,
625 knives & mqsic-boxes.

Come in and see!!
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